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“We are the co-chairs of  the 2015 
Combined Jewish Appeal, the annual 
fundraising Campaign that ensures our 
community’s vitality and vibrancy in 
the year ahead. Whether we are feeding 
the hungry, comforting the sick, caring 
for the elderly, educating the youth, 
ensuring a Jewish future, or supporting 
Israel, our Jewish community stands 
together. And, together, we can make 
the world a better place. We hope 
you’ll join us in celebrating what we’ve 
accomplished, and be inspired to help 
make this year our best one yet.”

 - Jeff Simon and Sam Shapiro
  2015 General Campaign
  Co-Chairs 

THANK YOU
FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

WE ARE
JEWISH

YOUNGSTOWN
www.JewishYoungstown.org
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“The Federation is an umbrella 
for regional Jewish life under 
which we are all welcome as 
members of  our local, national 
and world-wide Jewish family. 
Actions taken for and with each 
other for our local and extended 
family are grounded in familial 
love and concern to meet our 
obligations to protect and enrich 
the lives of  our people and those 
who succeed us.” 
 - Atty. Alan R. Kretzer
           Youngstown Area Jewish 
            Federation President

“We are very thankful to 
the prior generations of  the 
Youngstown Area Jewish 
community who have financially 
supported the services that have 
benefited us, our children and 
others in our community. It 
is our privilege to assume the 
responsibility of  continuing their 
efforts to enhance the services 
necessary to maintain that the 
Youngstown area is the 
BEST SMALL JEWISH 
COMMUNITY IN THE 
COUNTRY.”

 - Carol and Bruce Sherman

FEDERATION BEST SMALL
IS AN UMBRELLA JEWISH COMMUNITY
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“Jewish Family Services provides social services and affirms its commitment to 
caring for all people. It does so with an understanding of  Jewish Values and an 
awareness of  the uniqueness of  each individual and their situation. Each person 
is treated with respect, confidentiality and careful attention. We deeply appreciate 
your gift.” 

 - Bettina Clebone, Ph. D., Chairperson 
  Jewish Family Services

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES 
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“My grandfather was quite a character and had been quite independent before 
going to Adult Day Care and Heritage Manor. He was concerned about going to 
Heritage Manor and would frequently ask, ‘What do you want me to do all day, 
sit in a chair?’ He was a very proud man and while at Heritage Manor was never 
made to feel he wasn’t pulling his weight. Heritage Manor and Adult Day Care 
made sure my grandfather was able to plant vegetables in his own garden.”
 - David Hersh

HERITAGE MANOR
ADULT DAY CARE AT
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“PJ Library provides our family 
with Jewish books and music 
which helps us, as busy parents, 
impart Jewish feelings, customs, 
and knowledge to our children. As 
equally important though, the PJ 
Library events nurture fellowship 
with other area Jewish Families 

regardless of  affiliation.”

 - Melissa Bateman Hively

“As a longtime member of  this community, I have been a greatful recipient of  the 
many services provided by the Jewish Federation. Hopefully, my endowment will 
ensure that these services will be available for future generations.”
 - Florence Harshman

PJ LIBRARY

ENDOWMENT
 A LASTING LEGACY
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“The Youngstown Area Jewish Federation supports Akiva Academy, the Jewish 
Community Center, and the Child Development Center (CDC). Have tzedakah boxes 
in each of  our children’s rooms at the CDC and Akiva has helped us, as parents, 
incorporate a weekly Shabbat- related charity ritual into their lives- teaching them the 
Jewish tradition of  giving of  themselves and their resources.”
 - Aaron Hively

YOUTH
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“Our Jewish community, in tandem with the Youngstown Area Jewish Federation, 
continues to sustain Levy Gardens Assisted Living Residence. Caring for our 
community’s elderly, by providing an optimal lifestyle within Levy Gardens, is 
paramount. This is true especially with the absence of  relatives or friends able to help 
many of  these individuals in their private residence.”

 - Suzyn Schwebel Epstein, Chairperson

  Levy Gardens Assisted Living

LEVY GARDENS 
ASSISTED LIVING RESIDENCE
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“The money that you give 
ensures that any Jew has the 
ability to get to Israel. Israel is 
the only country in the world, 
no matter what, that Jews will be 
welcomed and accepted.” 

 - Bruce Lev

ISRAEL

“During emergencies, the Youngstown Area Jewish Federation gives the community an immediate and 
effective way to respond. We provide a lifeline for Jews and non-Jews in distress at home, in Israel and 
across the globe. Whether it’s missiles raining down on Israel’s south, violent conflicts in France and the 
Ukraine, flooding in Houston or an earthquake in Nepal, the Youngstown Area Jewish Federation is 
there to help.”

 - Myra Benedikt
16



“Our personal needs pale 
in comparison to our Jewish 
brothers and sisters in the 
Ukraine and elsewhere who 
worry if  they will have money 
for diapers, food, medicine and 
electricity.”

 - Jeanne Fibus

“Jewish tradition teaches that 
one of  our key duties is to make 
the world a better place for 
future generations. We do this 
through Holocaust education 
and encouraging the next 
generation to ‘Never Forget.’ 
The act of  creating a legacy 
empowers all of  us to complete 
the work of  our hearts and this 
will bring peace and satisfaction 
into our lives. Our life stories will 
then connect our past with the 
present. Let’s step up, not back!”

 - Rochelle Miller 

OVERSEAS

HOLOCAUST
EDUCATION
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It is not one of  us, but all of  
us, who can make a difference. 
Your contribution to the Annual 
Campaign changes lives in 
Youngstown, Israel and over 70 
countries around the globe. Help 
carry our legacy into the future.

DO IT FOR
ALL OF US “I would say that my Free 

Trip to Israel was one of  the 
best experiences of  my life, 
so far, and I cannot thank 
the Youngstown Area Jewish 
Federation and other local 
organizations that fund my trip 
enough for their generosity and 
understanding of  how important 
it is for teens to experience 
Israel. I certainly hope that in 
the future this opportunity is 
there for other teens, and I hope 
many more take advantage of  
this great opportunity.”
 - Adam Garfinkle

TEENS IN
I S R A E L
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